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ABCDE Lightwave Group - Week 3

Becoming Disciples

Today we're exploring the second of 5 values for healthy Lightwave groups.
All Involved

Becoming Disciples

Creating Community

Doing Evangelism

Encountering God

Welcome
“Disciple” means “fllower”, “learner”, “student” or “apprentice”
Share something which you have learned during or even through the lock-down.

And/Or

Share any examples of how you have grown in being a disciple from the last few weeks.

THEN Watch the short film on Becoming Disciples at and go round the group and each say one
person or group who inspires or influences you. Discuss anything else which struck you from the film.
THEN Conclude by leading the group in a short prayer, offering what you have discussed to God
and asking for Him to inspire you as you study the bible together.

Word
Read John 15.1-17. In this passage, Jesus is preparing his disciples for the time when he will leave
them, and in partficular the time when he will die and they will feel bereft.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are
already clean because of the word | have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as | also remain in you.
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you
remain in me.

5"l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much fruif;
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.

8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.



9 “YAs the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you

keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father’'s commands

and remain in his love. 11 | have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has no
one than this: to lay down one'’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what |
command. 151 no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.
Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known
to you. 16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go and
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17
This is my command: Love each other.

1. The word "disciple means “follower”, "learner” or "student”. What learning opportunities did Jesus
give his disciples¢ How can we have similar experiences today?

2. Jesus describes how a branch bears fruit. First it is pruned. How does pruning take place in our
livese

3. Secondly, it remains part of the vine. How do we do thise (v.10) Which is more important in our
discipleship - our behaviour or our relationship with Jesus?

4. Why are we to bear fruite

5. What difference does it make that Jesus has chosen us rather than us choosing Jesus?

EXTRA: Learning opportunities Jesus gave his disciples can be found in can be found in John 2.11;
Matthew 5.1-12; 10.1-15; 14.22-33; 18.1-6; 26.36-46; Luke 9.18-21
Something to watch on YouTube - The Skit Guys’ video “God’s chisel”

Worship

On a large sheet of paper create a vine which represents your group. Stick post-it leaves on the
branches and write on them the things you would like to do fo move on in your discipleship - as
individuals or as a group. Think about what helps you most in building your Christian life - bible
reading alone, in a group, sermons, on-line resources, books, conferences, friends...do you need
any help to move on - if so, in what area? Play quiet background music and offer these thoughts to
God.

Witness
e Pray about and continue to work together on any social/ event to which you could each invite
one or two people who are not currently part of church.
e Pray for family and friends, especially for any who will be invited to your next social event.
e Finish with a prayer such as
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with us all evermore. Amen.

Share out leading different parts of next week's session before you go
Acknowledgements: Jenny Baker, Jesus at the Centre, Session 3 Phil Potter, The Challenge of Cell Church Chapter
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QCkBL2DfVg

